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T he importance of natural 
grasslands and wetlands, not 
only to humans but also to 

the numerous rare and threatened 
species that inhabit such areas, has 
been well documented. The loss of 
such ecosystems has for a number 
of years been highlighted by numer-
ous conservation organisations, sci-
entists and so-called “greenies” – so 
much so that certain conservation 
organisations have invested large 
sums of money into various pro-
grammes in order to raise the 
awareness of the importance of 
such systems amongst those com-
munities that are having the biggest 
impact thereon. The KwaZulu-Natal 
Crane Foundation (KZNCF) and the 
South African Crane Working Group 
(SACWG), a working group of The 
Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) 
are two such committed non-
governmental organisations dedi-
cated to the conservation of South 

Africa’s three crane species and 
associated habitats. The SACWG 
co-ordinates crane conservation on 
a national level whereas the KZNCF 
is an autonomous body co-
ordinating crane conservation within 
the boundaries of KwaZulu-Natal. 
The KZNCF operates under the 
guidance of the SACWG and in turn 
has played an active role in the 
compilation of national strategies 
and policies. 

The KwaZulu-Natal Crane 
Foundation (KZNCF) has over the 
past ten years been actively i n-
volved in pr omot ing t he impor-
tance of both grassland and wetland 
conservation across the province. It 
has interacted with landowners, pre-
dominantly from the agricultural sec-
tor, on a daily basis, highlighting the 
importance of grassland and wet-
land areas not only for cranes but 
mankind as well. The KZNCF is 
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presently involved in a number of con-
servation programmes which include 
the following: 

Education and Awareness 

Ninety percent of all cranes occur on 
privately owned land and as such the 
core activities to date of the KZNCF 
has been focused on education and 
awareness. Target groups of the 
respective organisations have in-
cluded landowners, their staff, rural 
communities and both rural and ur-
ban schools. 

 

Crane Population Management 
programme 
The focus of this programme is to 
reduce the current levels of mortality 
of the various crane populations. 
This includes: 
• The reduction of poisoning inci-

dents by working closely with 
agrochemical management on 
farms, 

• The reduction of powerline colli-
sions and electrocutions by par-
ticipating in the Eskom/EWT 
Powerline Interaction project, 
working closely with Eskom to 
identify hazardous powerlines 
and mitigate these problems. 

Above: Crane conservationists conducting wetland assessments in order 
to determine the habitat requirements of the Wattled Crane 
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• Working closely with the land-
owners and staff in specific 
management activities on the 
farm which may disturb or affect 
the cranes. 

Specific research, monitoring and 
information collection programme 
A central database has been es-
tablished by the South African Crane 
Working Group in order to secure all 
crane data. (Sightings, mortalities, 
banding records, etc). A need for 

detailed relevant research has 
been identified to better understand 
crane conservation management 
and the SACWG and KZNCF have 
initiated the following projects: 
• Aerial counts in KwaZulu-Natal 

and other regions across the 
country 

• Monitoring of breeding pro-
ductivity 

• Crane home range and habitat 
analysis 

• Crane movement studies, using 
both satellite telemetry and col-
our ringing 

Above: A young wattled crane released after 
successfully being colour ringed 
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the management of habitats 
for specific avifaunal species, in 
this case cranes. 
We contribute to the develop-

ment of current legislation, including 
the new National Water Act, the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
CITES legislation, the Environ-
mental Conservation Act, Conserva-
tion of Agricultural Resources Act, 
and the Biodiversity Act and Pro-

tected Areas Act of the 
National Environmental 
Management Act.  
The conservation of impor-
tant habitat systems 
outside of protected 
areas requires the coop-
eration of a number of 
stakeholders, including the 
landowners, provincial 
conservat ion authori-
ties, NGO conservation 
bodies and government 
departments such as 
the Department of 
Agriculture and Environ-

mental Affairs (here in KZN). It is 
imperative that all stakeholders are 
willing to see each others’ points of 
view and realise that the conserva-
tion of grassland and wetland areas 
is the responsibility of everyone for 
the benefit of all. 

• Genetic analysis of South Af-
rica's crane populations 

• A study on the habitat re-
quirements of wattled cranes in 
South Africa 

Habitat protection and conserva-
tion programme 

Crane habitat has been severely 
impacted over the last two dec-
ades. We are experiencing huge 
losses in wetland and 
grassland area and 
for this reason, the 
KZNCF and SACWG 
are working closely with 
the following pro-
grammes and organiza-
tions: 
• National and Re-

gional Departments 
of Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism 

• Regional Departments 
of Agriculture 

• The Department of 
Water Affairs and 
Forestry 

• Various NGOs such as the 
Mondi Wetland Project, Wildlife 
and Environment Society of 
Southern Africa (WESSA), 
Birdlife South Africa, National 
Conservancies Association and 
other working groups of the 
EWT. 

• We work closely with the Impor-
tant  Bird Areas project 
(administered by Birdlife SA) in 

The 
conservation 
of grassland 
and wetland 
areas is the 
responsibility 
of everyone for 
the benefit of 
all. 


